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The King will answer, óWhenever you did it  
for any of my people no matter how unimportant they 

seemed, you did it for me.ó  
 

     Matthew 25:37- 40  

Permission to Participate in Our Saviour Lutheran Churchôs  

Servant Week in Hurley, VA 
 

I,      , give my son/daughter,      

permission to participate in Our Saviour Lutheran Churchôs Servant Week in Hurley, VA, 

July 5-11, 2009.  This is a week of intensive work in a construction and home repair envi-

ronment.  OSLC will seek to guard the safety of participants by providing teams of skilled 

adults to teach and supervise youth activities, and a second adult to assist in ensuring the 

youth are as safe as possible in their work.  However, the work environment is not without 

risks.  I understand the risks of travel, construction, and sport and agree to release Our Sav-

iour Lutheran Church, its pastors, council and volunteers from liability for any injury that 

may occur.   

 

Further, I give my permission for the pastor and adult advisors to authorize emergency medi-

cal treatment in the case of injury or accident, if I or other designated adults cannot be 

reached.   

 

          ____ 

            (signature of parent or legal guardian)               (date) 

 

 

I,        , agree to live according to the  

expectations of Our Saviour Lutheran Church that I be an ambassador of our congregation.   

I agree to act and speak with courtesy and kindness to others; participate fully in the  

program; keep the quiet and bedtimes set by the adult Advisors; not leave the site of the  

Volunteer Center or work areas without permission; not use tobacco, alcohol or drugs 

(unless prescribed by a doctor); and do my share of work willingly and without repeated  

reminders.  I understand that serious violations of these expectations will result in my being 

sent home early from the event.  Other violations may result in limitations of my privileges 

while at the event. 
 

           

 (signature of participant)          (date) 

 

 

           

               (signature of parent)                    (date)  
 

Please note, registrations need to be turned in by March 22, 

2009.  The registration fee is $250. 



The town of Hurley is located in southwestern Virginia.  In 

this part of the state, coal mining and timber were booming 

industries.  Yet with the new technologies and environmental 

concerns of the last decades, the counties and towns of this 

region find themselves facing tremendous challenges.  With 

little in the way of resources, there are few employment op-

portunities for the many people who want to work.  This has 

created a situation in which most of the residents of this area 

live on $650 a month.   
 

But this has not led to hopelessness.  The Hurley Community 

Development Center was created by a group of concerned 

individuals who recognized the need for prospective employ-

ers coming into the area to see a community with pride, and a 

willingness to work.  To this end, they founded the Center as 

a volunteer opportunity for groups to provide financial and 

skilled assistance in improving the condition of their homes 

and communities.  Many people know the repairs their home 

need, but cannot afford the materials, or donôt know how to 

do the work.  Others may not even be aware of the many re-

pairs their home needs.  But all of them have a deep pride in 

their homes, and want the best for their families. 
 

Volunteers come to Hurley to serve.  We come to offer our 

skills, our time, and our selves.  And yet we often find our-

selves being served.  The time we share with these simple, 

beautiful people touches our lives.  Most of the people who 

have been to Hurley, are eager to go back.  Maybe itôs the joy 

that comes from doing something for other people.  Maybe 

itôs the beautiful settings. Maybe itôs the community that de-

velops among the group.  Maybe itôs the generosity and 

friendliness of the people.  Maybe itôs all of these things.   
 

We invite you to be a part of our Servant Event in Hurley, 

July 5-11, 2009!  We promise you plenty of hard work, lots 

of good food, just enough sleep to keep you going, the  

opportunity to make new friends, lots of laughs, and an  

experience to cherish for a lifetime. 

Mattie Christian says goodbye  

to Todd Leinbach 

Caitlin McDaniel applies a fresh 
coat of love and care! 

Caitlin McDaniel, Laura Dom-
browski, Mike Kimmel and Joe 

Benfit roofing 

Memories from the 

summer of 2008! 

 

Join us as we make 

new memories for 

2009! 



Hurley is about Teamwork! 
 

Each participant is assigned to a work team.  

Teams consists of two adults and 3 to 4 

youth.  The adults have the task of teaching 

our youth the skills necessary for complet-

ing the tasks at hand, and for making sure 

the youth are safe in the use of tools and in 

the work environment.  Youth discover their 

skills in building, painting, and working 

together.  Not every participant is great at 

hammering, cutting, sanding, or building.  

But there is a job for everyone.  Some of us 

can best serve by picking up trash, holding 

things in place, getting tools, nails or 

screws, measuring and marking.  There is a 

job for everyone! 

Another Year brings a new opportunity for Ministry!  
 

This coming summer, we will bring a new dimension of service to our time in Hurley.  As we look for 

ways to not only serve the community, but to include and use a variety of our congregationôs gifts, we 

are expanding our service opportunities to include a food service ministry.  This effort is being headed 

up by Krista Coyner.  Krista has already been busy meeting with a group of volunteers who have 

named themselves the Hurley Chefs.  The Hurley Chefs will have two tasks before them.  The first is 

to help develop the relationships we have with the homeowners.  We will work with the Hurley  

Community Development Center to determine where the greatest needs are, and seek to provide a hot, 

nutritious meal for a family each day.  We also hope to have time to sit down and talk with them.  

Weôve found connections like this bring joy to the families and the servants alike.  The second task 

our Hurley Chefs will have is a bit more daunting.  They will have responsibility for preparing supper 

for our work crews.  Thatôs no small matter.  This year we are expecting over 60 participants!  That 

means our Chefs will be feeding a lot of hungry adults and teenagers!   
 

We hope this ministry opens doors for participation for people who donôt feel called or able to do the 

construction and repair work. 

Rip Engle works with Kyle Fresa and Luke Rockwell  

in repairing a porch. Sharing skills and experience is a 

great gift adults can offer youth. 

ñGood enough,ò isnôt good enough! 
 

We want our youth to take the same pride in 

their work that the homeowners do in their 

homes.  Our focus isnôt just on getting the job 

done, itôs on doing a job we can be proud of.  

This approach to our work has several results.  

First, our group has developed a reputation  

in the community.  Residents blow their 

horns and wave as they drive by.  They speak 

to us when we are in the stores or at the park. 

People know we are there, and know we care.  

Second, our youth develop real skills.  Itôs 

great to see high school age youth who know 

how to do the task, and to see their faces at 

the end of a long, hot day.  They can see the 

difference their gift of service has made.  And 

they know theyôve done something amazing.  

Sometimes the work they do is nothing short 

of miraculous. 

Josh Thompson, Dominic Paoli, Caitlin McDaniel, and 
Laura Dombrowski are veteran workers.  Working in  

teams, they put down tar paper, carried shingles, placed  

shingles, and hammer nails.  Along with newcomer Mike  
Kimmel, they replaced this roof in one day. 

Hurley is about learning to Receive 
 

We often make the mistake of thinking this 

trip is about what we do for others.  In truth, 

our time in Hurley is about learning to  

receive the gifts other people offer us.  They 

allow us to come in to their homes and to 

become a part of their lives.  They offer us 

hospitality.  Many of the families will buy 

drinks, pizza, ice cream, or other small gifts 

for the people working on their home.  Itôs 

often difficult for us to receive these gifts 

because we begin to understand how much 

these simple things cost the family.   
 

But the message these simple gifts gives us 

is simple; ñWeôre not looking for a hand 

out, weôre looking for a caring hand.ò 
 

So many of our youth come back with  

stories of how they touched anotherôs life, 

not through the work, but by their presence.  

And so many of our youth come back with 

stories of how their lives have been touched 

by our brothers and sisters who live in  

Hurley, Virginia.



Growing Closer to God 
 

Bible study and worship are an important 

part of the Hurley experience.  The experi-

ences of the each day often bring us face to 

face with the harsh realities of life.  These  

in turn may open us to deep faith questions.  

Through our daily Bible studies we hear that 

God calls us to serve without judgment our 

brothers and sisters in need.  We hear the  

call to do this in response to Godôs gift of 

grace given through Christ.  We join with 

Mattie who runs the Hurley Community  

Development Center at her churchôs worship 

on Tuesday night.  Finally, we close our 

week with worship on Friday night.  Youth 

are invited to share in the leadership by sing-

ing, leading us in prayer, and sharing their 

thoughts with the group. 
 

Serving Each Other 
 

Our service experience isnôt limited to the 

jobsite.  We also learn to serve each other 

with daily job and responsibilities that  

include: cooking meals, washing dishes, 

cleaning bathrooms, sweeping floors,  

and picking up trash.  Each work teams is 

assigned tasks each day.  In these tasks our 

youth often learn new skills in addition to 

the building and repair skills they learn at 

the jobsite.  Some of youth get their first 

taste of cooking at Hurley.  Breakfast crews 

wake up an hour before the rest of the 

group to have a hearty breakfast ready for 

the other volunteers.  Other crews clean up 

breakfast dishes, and help to keep our 

bunkhouse clean and pleasant for all. 

Laura Jones, Tim Cywinksi, Krista Coyner, Patricia Krinke, 
work to fix breakfast for 43 hungry workers.  Caitlin 

McDaniel tackles the greatest challenge of all as 

ñCoffeeGirlò for the day.  Imagine fixing enough coffee for 
20 sleepy adults in a 10 cup coffee maker. 

Growing Together! 
 

Teamwork is the name of the game at  

Hurley. Each team has to learn to work with 

each personôs strengths and weaknesses.  

But the opportunity to build up our relation-

ships with each other extends to our down 

time as well.  With a limited amount of 

space, we learn to share, to reach out, and to 

invite others into our games and our talks.  

In nice weather, there is a park nearby for 

games like volleyball, basketball and  

Frisbee golf.  We can also use the Hurley 

Community Center for card games and  

other games participants bring.  As this  

ministry grows, we draw people from  

other congregations.  Last year, we had  

17 participants from other congregations.  

This are new friends for us to meet, and  

new opportunities for us to practice  

our hospitality. 

Tim Cywinski shares his faith at our closing 
worship on Friday night. 

Learning some things are bigger  

than us! 
 

Accepting our human limitations is one of 

the hardest lessons Hurley has to teach us.  

Each year, we have at least one job that is 

bigger than our group can handle.  It always 

starts out as a little job, that quickly turns 

into something unbelievable.  Last summer, 

it started out to be nothing more than  

replacing a shower.  The teams quickly  

discovered it meant replacing the floor,  

the supports under the floor, and a major bit 

of plumbing.  The teams working on this 

project passed by an afternoon of rest and 

recreation in an effort to finish the job.  In 

the end, they lacked one, small piece of 

fixture to finish up.  While this is a struggle 

for the team members, itôs a great life  

lesson.  Sometimes, we have to trust that 

God will do what we canôt. 


