
January 2022

Happy New Year!

Grace Lutheran Church

  

Office: 740/246-6576      Web: www.gracethornville.org
Email: office@gracethornville.org

      Fax:  740/246-6284
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Grace.Thornville

Worship: Sundays 8:00 and 10:30a.m.

Our Staff
Pastor: Tom Jacobson 740-246-6576
Office Manager: Beth Gilgien 740-398-4502
Organist: Sue Ellen Simmons 740-605-1530
Choir Director: Diane Christensen 740-215-2396
Handbell Choir: Becky Winegardner 740-467-3164
Men of Grace: John Ulmer 740-246-6626
Church Council President: Paul Moentmann 440-728-7067
Council Vice President: Matt Sheridan 740-405-6873
Council Secretary Jeni Lahman 614-371-4851
Director of Inreach: Amber Feyh 740-415-5955
Director of Outreach: Jeff Stought 740-407-0617
Director of Upreach: Kelly O’Reilly 740-928-7626
Financial Secretary: Jackie Combs 740-246-4751
Treasurer: Rick Rockwell 740-624-2241
Bd of Women President: Cherl Haggenjos 740-342-2276
Safety/Security Team: Bob Reynolds 630-698-0457
Sacristan: Meg O’Reilly 740-644-3504
Custodian: Beth Gilgien 740-398-4502

Please call the church office with regard to any of the following:
Hospitalizations;    Baptisms;    Confirmation;   Weddings;
First Communion;     Spiritual Counseling;    Prayer Concerns
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�  Worship In January  �

Sundays 8:00 and 10:30am

Holy Communion Celebrated Every Sunday

Sunday, Jan. 2 - 2nd Sunday After Christmas
Welcome Pastor Tom Jacobson!

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18

Sunday, Jan. 9 - Baptism of Our Lord
Installation of Church Council

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29;
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Sunday, Jan. 16 - 2nd Sunday After Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

Sunday, Jan. 23 - 3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Installation of Pastor Tom Jacobson - 10:30am
Only one worship service at 10:30am on this day.
Potluck lunch following the service.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;  Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21

Sunday, Jan. 30 - 4th Sunday After Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10;  Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

November’s Vital Signs                                  
       Average Worship Attendance - 124                 
             8:00am - 31     10:30am - 93
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CALL PROCESS UPDATE

This year has certainly been challenging for many reasons, one
of which was finding a new pastor.  It was March 16, 2021 that
the Call Committee was formed and the call process began. 
Fortunately for Grace, it only took 6 months for the Holy Spirit
to find us a new pastor.  

For the past 3 months, Grace has been preparing for Pastor
Tom Jacobson to be our new pastor, starting on Jan 2nd. To
complete the call process there will be an installation service on
January 23rd. We will have one service that day at 10:30am.

Many thanks to all those that helped get the parsonage ready
for Pastor Tom and family to move in. Even though there were
contractors that installed new carpet and laminate flooring, at
last count, 15 people worked on various other projects. Special
thanks to Bob Reynolds for correcting many safety issues,
including a radon reduction system; to Pete Oberhauser for all
the electrical work he did; to Scott Schultz for helping with some
construction projects; and to Brenda Shearer for painting trim
and working on the outside flower beds. The parsonage also
has a fresh coat of paint (28 gallons).

Please plan to attend Pastor Tom's first sermon on Jan. 2nd.  

Thank you, Grace Lutheran, for your faithfulness and support
throughout this whole process. God is good!  

Carl Lahman, Call Committee Chair 

Used Refrigerator – Pastor Tom and his wife Theresa are
looking for a used refrigerator to put in the parsonage garage. 
With 3 kids, they can use extra storage for food.  Please contact
Carl Lahman at carllahman@gmail.com or 614.329.8639 if you
have one for sale or know where they can get one.
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January - a month for celebrations!

Pastor Thomas (Tom) Jacobson
begins his ministry at Grace on
January 2, 2022. He will be leading
worship at both services on that date.

Pastor Tom is a native of Canby,
Minnesota. He was ordained in August
of 2006 after receiving a call to a
two-point parish in northwestern
Minnesota, where he served for four
years. 

In 2008 he married Theresa, who also
serves as a pastor.  He and Theresa
are now the parents of three children:
Henrik (9), Helena (7), and Antonia (3). 

Sunday, January 23, 2022, Pastor Tom will be officially installed
as our Pastor. One worship service will be held that day at
10:30. Pastor Jeff Morlock, Dean of the Southeast Ohio Mission
District, The North American Lutheran Church will be the
installing officer. A potluck lunch will follow the service.
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Special Thanks to the Supply Pastors who served us during
our Call Process. 

C Pastor William Saunders
C Pastor Andy Wilson
C Pastor Will Hartfelder
C Pastor Tom Phillips

And a huge heartfelt thanks to Kelly O’Reilly who also led
us in worship on occasion and scheduled the supply pastors.
He also continues to work behind the scenes to make sure that
every aspect of our worship services are impeccable.

The Church Council wants to recognize and thank
everyone who has helped with the parsonage over the last
several months with a special thanks to Carl & Jeni Lahman
for all of their labor, leadership, and donations (time, talents &
treasure).  The improvements look terrific and will serve the
Jacobson family well for years to come.

We also want to thank Peggy White for her service as
Treasurer for the past two years.  This is a time-consuming job
and Peggy has done it very well.
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Biblical resolutions

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)

Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)

Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)

Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)

Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10)

Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)

Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6)

Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)

Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)

Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16)
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Adventures in Faith for Kids has been meeting for the past few
months. It's great to be back together again! We are currently
meeting as one group, although we are hoping for enough kids
and teachers to eventually return to classes grouped by age.
We plan to start confirmation and first communion classes in
early 2022. 

More information to come soon!

The kids have been doing a mix of fun activities and service
projects, along with a weekly lesson. They have packed
backpack food, participated in a Christmas escape room, and
made gift bags and cards for the Thornville Fire Department.
We are looking for additional ways to show love in our
community. If you have suggestions for community outreach
that can be done by the kids, please tell Amber Feyh 740-475-
9155 or Kate Simmons 740-605-3230. We want to share our
faith beyond the walls of the church.

Kids - Please come join us! We have many ideas for fun
activities, but we can't do them without you. 

Adults - We need teachers! This is NOT a weekly time
commitment. You can teach as little as 6 Sundays a year. The
lesson plans are already created for you, too. All you need to do
is show up and spend some time with the amazing kids at
Grace.  Contact Amber or Kate.
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Gift bags and cards given to the Thornville Fire Department:
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NEWS FROM THE NALC

The NALC’s full-communion partner church, the Ethiopia Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY), has been growing by over 60,000
people per month.  They are the world’s largest Lutheran body.  Now,
the future of their main seminary is at risk due to a flash flood on the
campus that destroyed 96 dormitory rooms as well as the homes of 21
families including 5 missionary families.  Damage is in the millions
of dollars.  Eight lives were lost from the seminary community.  We
grieve the loss of our brothers and sisters.

Much of the campus needs to be rebuilt. Students and faculty no
longer have places to stay. Serious steps are being taken to guarantee
such flooding does not take place in the future.

You can help.  Tax-deductible Disaster Relief contributions are being
received by the NALC.  And/or if you feel called to support the
seminary in their efforts to recover and achieve long-term
self-sustainability, a building project on higher ground has been
underway in partnership with Lutheran Bible Translators. This project
provides much needed assistance as well as creating an ongoing
revenue stream of $225,000 per year to the seminary. If half of the 500
NALC congregations, or one from their membership, respond with a
$4,000 donation, that project will be completed, generating revenue
starting early in 2022. NALC pastors advocating on its behalf: Paul
Borg, Mark Braaten, John Bradosky, John Conrad, Phil Gagnon, Doug
Gast, Marshall Hahn, Steve Hartten, David Priem and John Saethre. 

Both of these giving opportunities - Disaster Relief and Lutheran Bible
Translators - provide much needed assistance to Mekane Yesus
Seminary at this critical point in time. 

With a heavy heart for our brothers and sisters in Ethiopia,
John Conrad,
Chair, Mekane Yesus Seminary Advancement Team
Pastor, First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Floresville, TX
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A Prayer for Epiphany
O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, thank you for bringing both Jews
and Gentiles to hear your voice. Enable us to follow your holy Word,
as those from the East followed the leading of a star. Give us grace to
confess your holy name. Rule us by your Spirit, so that the joys of your
birth may increase in us. Hear our prayers and cries. Accept our
offerings, which you yourself have given us: the gold of our faith, the
incense of our prayers, and the myrrh of our contrite hearts. Deliver
us from the destructive ways of sin, and lead us in the ways of peace
and in the paths of righteousness. Grant us all, when this life is done,
a participation in the joys of the Year of Jubilee in heaven, where we
shall praise and serve you and the Father who live and reign in unity
with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. —Wilhelm Loeh (adapted)

Thornville Community Aid would like to 

thank all for your generous donation 

of hats, mittens, and gloves from 

your Mitten Tree. 

They are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Thornville Community Aid Helpers

Virginia, Beth, Terri, and Becky

Founder: Judy Barrera
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Grace Lutheran Church
Thornville, Ohio

Purpose
To invite All to discover, live and share God’s gift of 
new life through Jesus Christ.

Mission Statement
Sharing God’s Love through Grace.

Vision
We Are A Community Developing Faithful Followers Of
Jesus  By Experiencing God’s Grace Through Friendship,
Spiritual Growth and Service.

Core Values
1. That the Gospel calls us to unconditional regard for all people.
2. That Prayer is necessary for our relationship with God, one another,

and the world.
3. That Scripture provides the foundation for our lives of faith.
4. That the authority for our ministry is founded in Jesus Christ, the

head of the Church, which is the Body of Christ on earth.  An
elected Parish Council provides administrative authority; our called
pastor(s) provides the spiritual authority of the Office of Word and
Sacrament Ministry.

5. That each member is uniquely gifted by God for ministry and is
expected to mature in discipleship of Jesus Christ.

6. That any ministry based on our Purpose, Mission, Vision and Core
Values is valid for our congregation, and may, at any time, evolve
or end.
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